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Story:      The tortoise and the hare - ʒiːx   ǀǀæ   ɑrot 

 

 

1. ŋoʘ    pɑk ʒiːx   ǀǀæ  ɑrot  ɸer 

Once upon a time clever tortoise  and arrogant hare 

adv   Adj N  conj adj  N 

Once upon a time there was a tortoise and hare 

 

buːt͡ʃ ʃolo -u 

best friend -pl 

adj N 

They were best friends 

 

2.ɸer lɑ-  ko-  pɑpɑxo aru lɑ-  ŋos- pi 

hare 3sg  simplePST DUP boast about 3sg  speed GEN 

N subj pro   V  prep subj pro N  

“The hare was boasting about his speed” 

 

ɸer  ʃtol lɑ-  ko-  ʒugo li-  kitʃ͡o na 

hare proud 3sg  simplePST say 1sg  lose NEG 

N adj subj pro   V subj pro V 

He proudly said, “I never lose!” 



 

li-  bo- d͡ʒæpɑ  al rɰbu la-  ko- ʒugo 

1sg  PRES challenge all race 3sg  PST say 

subj pro  V  adj V subj pro  V 

“I challenge anyone to race” 

 

ʒiːx   poru  lɑ-  ko- ʒugo li- ʃɑki   

tortoise calmly   3sg  PST say 1sg accept 

N  adv  subj pro  V  V  

The tortoise calmly said, “I accept your challenge” 

 

lu-  ræx-  po lɑ-  ko- ʒugo 

2sg  challenge GEN  3sg  PST say 

subj pro N   subj pro  V 

he said 

 

ɸer lɑ- ko- ʒugo “ŋɑlɑ koʃ ploʃ li- go- βɑlɰt͡ʃu ǀǀæ  

hare 3sg PST say good joke happily1sg FUT dance.around and 

N subj pro V Adj N Adj subj pro V  Conj 

The hare said, “That’s a good joke.  I will happily dance around you 

 

li- go- iːsi gupɑ” ɸer lɑ- ko- ʒugo 

1sg FUT easy win hare 3sg PST say 

subj pro Adv V N subj pro V 

and will easily win 

 

ʒiːx  lɑ- ko- ʒugo lu- ko- pɑ-pɑxo 

tortoise 3sg PST say 2sg PRES DUP boast 

N  subj pro V subj pro V 

Tortoise said, “Keep on boasting.” 

 

lo-  go- si lo-  rɰ(bu) 

1pl  FUT see 1pl  race-imperative 

subj pro  V subj pro V 

We’ll see. Let’s race. 

 

ɸer lɑ- ko- t͡ʃo si- ki  ŋɑlɑ  ŋos 

hare 3sg PAST dart sight out.of  good speed 



N subj pro V Adv   Adj N 

Hare darted out of sight with great speed. 

 

ŋɑʘ ɸer lɑ- ko- gɑk  lɑ-  ko- ŋɑŋu  ǀǀæ  

later hare 3sg PAST stop 3sg  PAST have.nap and 

Adv N subj pro V subj pro  V  Conj 

Later, the hare stopped and had a nap. 

 

lɑ- ko- lɑso   aru ʒiːx 
3sg PAST show.contempt about tortoise 

subj pro V   Prep N 

He showed contempt for tortoise. 

 

ʒiːx  lɑ- ko- bibiŋǀǀ  ǀǀæ ŋiʘ ɸer lɑ- ko- ŋɑd͡ʒu 

tortoise 3sg PRES DUP plod.on and when hare 3sg PAST awake 

N  subj pro V  Conj Time N subj pro V 

        Adv 

Tortoise plodded on and plodded on and when the hare awoke, 

 

lɑ- ko- si ʒiːx   

3sg PAST see tortoise 

subj pro V N 

he saw the tortoise. 

 

ʒiːx  lɑ- ko- susu  tɑruɡoba bæzɑ ziɡɑ  

tortoise 3sg PAST swim DUP in  water towards 

N  subj pro V  Prep  N Prep 

Tortoise was swimming and swimming in the water towards 

 

βɰsæ ræʒ 

finish line 

N 

the finish line. 

 

ɸer lɑ- ko- t͡ʃo t͡ʃɑrugobɑ bæzɑ ǀǀæ lɑ- ko- ǀǀɑ 

hare 3sg PAST dart in  water and 3sg PAST die 

Hare darted into the water and died. 

 



ʒiːx  lɑ- ko- gupɑ ǀǀæ lɑ- ko- ʒugo 

tortoise 3sg PAST win and 3sg PAST say 

N  subj pro N Conj subj pro V 

Tortoise won and said, 

 

ǀǀoku li- ko- gupa lɑ- ko- ʒugo 

interj 1sg PAST win 3sg PAST say 

 subj pro V subj pro V 

Yay! I won! 

 

ǀǀoku xob 

OK end 

Interj N 

OK, the end 

 

 

Glossary of abbreviations: 

 

 

DUP - Duplication 

V  - Verb 

N - Noun 

PAST - Past tense 

PRES - Present tense 

NEG - Negation/Negative 

GEN - Genitive 

sg - Singular 

interj - Interjection 
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